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CEE Led Doctoral Training Program Addresses Areas of Critical National Need

CEE graduate student Julia Reis
(Charlottesville,VA) is headed to Ethiopia
this summer. She plans to continue her
graduate research, which will focus on
malaria reduction around a large multi-
purpose reservoir there. Reis states

that most of the 1.1 million people who
die from malaria each year are in Sub-
Saharan Africa.While there, she hopes

to emulate the success of the Tennessee
Valley Authority s management practices,
which eradicated malaria in the southern
United States.

Reis is one of ve graduate students

in the Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering who have
been participating as fellows in a
program called raduate Assistance in
Areas of National Need (GAANN). Begun
in 2003, UVa s GAANN program in water
resources and contaminant hydrogeology
was developed and proposed by the
faculty in the Program for Research in

Young boy in Leuwigajah, Cimahi, Indonesia
helps mix cement for community water supply
building

Contaminant Hydrogeology (PIRCH),
which has been facilitating interaction
between the School of Engineering and
Applied Science and the Department of
Environmental Science. This GAANN
graduate traineeship is directed by CEE
associate professor Teresa Culver. The
program is supported nancially by the
U.S. Department of Education and the
University of Virginia.

The generous stipend support, as well
as funds that fellows can use at their
discretion toward their research and
professional development, facilitate
excellent research opportunities. As
described by Professor Culver, The
fellows have had greater freedom to

de ne important projects that really
excite them, and the program s exibility
has allowed us to recruit exceptional
students. Some students have used
fellowship funds to travel to eld sites
and collaborate with researchers all over
the world, including Ethiopia, Germany,
Guatemala and Indonesia. Others have
purchased equipment and supplies

to study sensitive ecosystems, such as
coastal wetlands and streams. One can
see that the knowledge base that they
are helping to build is moving us toward
a more sustainable society.

Justin Henriques, a graduate student

in the Department of Systems and
Information Engineering, conducted a
case study in Cimabhi, Indonesia, where
he worked with community leaders
and government of cials to assist in the
assessment and planning of drinking
water supply and grey water reuse for
several communities within Cimabhi.
His research is focused on contributing
to the development of Capacity Factor
Analysis (CFA), a decision support
system for selection of appropriate
technologies for municipal sanitation
services in developing communities.
Once completed the model will allow
developing communities to select
drinking water supply and grey water

reuse systems that are safe, affordable,
able to be built and managed by the
community using local resources, and
are amenable to expansion as the
community s management capacity
increases. Justin has been accepted
to receive the Graduate Research
Fellowship (GRF) from the National
Science Foundation (NSF). This

is fantastic news as it will enable

me to continue research in basic
needs infrastructure in developing
communities.
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Justin Henriques (bottom, third from left), UVA
GAANN Fellow, with members of community
water supply group in Leuwigajah, Cimahi,
Indonesia

The intent of the GAANN program is

to increase the number of students
prepared to seek academic positions in
contaminant hydrogeology and water
resources and to train a new generation
of interdisciplinary scientists and
engineers. One of the previous fellows
is already applying these skills as an
assistant professor. Current fellows
include 12 graduate students between

3 departments in the university: ve in
CEE, one in Systems and Information
Engineering, and six in Environmental
Sciences. By focusing on increasingly
threatened water resources, the GAANN
fellows will be prepared for careers that
will make a difference for the nation and
the world.
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Letter from the Chair

Greetings CE Alumni and Friends! It has been an eventful
year for the CEE department, beginning with the name
change last summer. Our three new assistant professors in
the environmental and water resources area have immediately
impacted our program by infusing new areas into the
teaching and research agenda. Their research activities
include carbon-neutral manufacturing processes, carbon
sequestration technologies and algal-based biofuel research
with Andres Clarens; environmental biotechnology with Lisa
Colosi;and uvial geomorphology operation in a watershed
associated with dam operation and removal, land use within
a watershed, and river restoration with Joanna Curran. The
new faculty also makes it possible for the department to offer
two common graduate courses that all incoming students are
required to take. Forefronts of Civil Engineering (with Teresa
Culver, Brian Smith, and Tom Baber) introduces the major
challenges facing civil engineers in the planning, design,
construction, operation, and maintenance of the natural

and physical infrastructure, with varying topics that include
sustainability, sensor technology, as well as infrastructure
security and design for natural disasters. The second semester
course, Computational Methods in Civil Engineering (with
Winston Lung), introduces students to fundamental numerical
methods common to different areas of civil engineering in a
computationally-oriented environment, based on MATLAB. In
addition to providing our students with common quantitative
skills and a sound academic philosophy for engaging
contemporary problems facing CEs, this course provides an
opportunity for our graduate students from different sub-
disciplines to get to know each other and will, consequently,
promote more research collaboration and creativity.

Our undergraduate enrollment continues to grow and our
students are increasingly involved in a more diverse range

of activities. Just to name a few of their pursuits: traveling

to assist underdeveloped countries; participating in the
EcoMOD project between the engineering and architecture
schools; organizing a networking night for interviewing with
companies seeking our graduates; participating in the ASCE
Virginia s Conference (see the related article); and performing
other outreach and service activities. The 2004-08 CE major
declarations statistics are as follows: 53 ( 04),41 ( 05), 49
(06),58 (07) and 60 ( 08) which are expected to rise for this
new Class of 2011. The 41 declarations in 2005 nished with
52 graduates in the Class of 2008 with a BSCE.

The Center for Transportation Studies recently hosted

the rst Mid-Atlantic Universities Transportation Center
(MAUTC)/DOT meeting. The exchange between the MAUTC
Universities and the state departments of transportation
(DOTs) was invaluable in helping the ve programs (at PSU,
U.Va., MD,WVU and VaTech) and states (VA, PA, MD, and WV)
move toward conducting collaborative regional research,
education, and technology transfer activities. SEAS Dean Jim
Aylor addressed the group and attended part of the meeting,
as did Gary Allen, the VDOT Chief of Technology, Research
and Innovation. The Center s distinguished lecture series
hosted Professor Michael Meyer from the Georgia Institute of
Technology in the fall and Commissioner David Ekern of the
Virginia Department of Transportation in the spring.

Tim White (BSCE 1991, MSCE 1995) was elected chair of the
CEE Advisory Board effective spring 2008, as Heather Wishart

stepped down as chair before
the December birth of her
twins, Clara and Nicholas.

Tim is the Vice President of
T3 Design, PC, and resides in
Richmond, Virginia. If you

are interested in joining the
Advisory Board, please contact
me.

For its part in the Capital
Campaign, the CEE
Department has identi ed

the following priorities for
funding to support our
departments continued success:

Mike Demetsky

I.  Endow and Name the Department
Il. Endow and Name Cutting-Edge Research Labs
a) The Virginia Environmentally Sustainable
Technology Laboratory (VEST lab)
b) The Laboratory for Environmental Enzyme Catalysis
¢) Infrastructure/Materials Laboratory
I1l. Endowment for Excellence in Civil and Environmental
Engineering
The Furman Barton Endowment
(currently over $200,000)
IV. Endowed Graduate Research Fellowships
The Faulconer Graduate Fellowship
(recently endowed at $100,000)
V. Corporate Sponsors Fund for Professional Excellence
a) Clark Construction Group: Construction
Management Course
b) Virginia Ready Mixed Concrete:
Concrete Construction Course
¢) Clark Construction Engineering Business
Scholarship for CE
d) Corporate awards and undergraduate scholarships
e) Capstone course (Balfour Beatty Construction)

These corporate designations are examples of the external
support that the department now receives but seeks to
increase. We ask our alumni and friends to designate
donations to the University for the CEE Department or the
Furman Barton Fund.

The articles in this newsletter highlight some of the recent
contributions and activities of our faculty and students. For
more information about the department visit our website
http://www.cee.virginia.edu/. We encourage all alumni and
current students to register at HoosOnline.virginia.edu,
that only Hoos can access, for convenient email forwarding.
This will assist the department also as we move to adding
electronic newsletters.

I hope all of you have a great summer and please visit the
department when in Charlottesville.

Mike Demetsky
Chair, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
mjd@virginia.edu



Construction Course Prepares Students for Industry
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The University of Virginia s web site

for the South Lawn Project describes
itas the most ambitious undertaking
on the University of Virginia s Central
Grounds in a century . The projected
$105 Million dollar complex of
buildings and grounds will extend
Thomas Jefferson s original Lawn across
Jefferson Park Avenue. It is expected

to receive LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design) certi cation
for achieving high standards of energy
ef ciency, sustainability in site planning,
water protection, conservation of
materials and resources, and indoor
environmental quality.

On April 14,2008 students in the CE
441 Construction Engineering course
were given a tour of the construction
site by Faulconer Construction,
the company responsible for site
development on the project. Faulconer,
along with other construction rms,
have been key partners with the
department in offering the class,
providing guest lectures and tour
opportunities. CE 441 provides
students with an introduction to the
challenges associated with large-scale
civil construction. During the course,
students hear directly from leaders in
the construction industry, who provide
rst-hand examples of professional
issues in a series of 7 guest lectures.
In addition to Faulconer, the Virginia
Department of Transportation (VDOT)

and Clark Construction also provide
lecturers, many of whom are CEE
alumni, as well site tour support.

In addition to site tours and guest
lectures, students must meet the
demands of the classroom. Through
reading, project assignments, tests, and
lectures, students learn construction
management concepts and skills, such
as scheduling and estimating. They are
also exposed to current construction

issues via trade periodicals, such as ENR.

According to associate professor Brian
Smith, who teaches the class, many
students in civil
engineering enter
the construction
industry. The
department is
actively working
to prepare
students to enter
the construction
industry,and

this class offers

a foundation
through fostering
awareness, skills,
and knowledge.
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CE 441 students at the Woodrow Wilson Bridge construction site
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On February 11, 2008, the students got
a rst-hand account of the details of

a major North American engineering
project, Alaska Gas Pipeline, from

the project s planning manager of BP
Exploration, Inc. The proposed pipeline
will transport natural gas from northern
Alaska to Chicago. The 3,000 mile
facility is expected to cost $35 Billion
and will require 10 years to construct.
Mr. John L. Horstkoetter spoke to the
class, discussing the challenges of this
project ranging from scheduling,
sequencing, technology, and policy
iSSues.

The value of CE 441 to students
anticipating a career in construction
engineering is re ected in their
comments: One of the most useful
classes | have taken so far. It is
refreshing to have some real life
lessons on scheduling and estimating
since a lot of us will have to do this
upon graduation. And: | liked how
you made the class very real world
applicable by bringing in speakers and
having us do assignments not directly
out of the book. | feel like it really
helped me get an understanding of
what really goes on in the engineering
profession.






